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Perhaps you remember the Bible account found in Luke 10 where Jesus sends seventy-two of his 

followers into towns and places all around that region.  He sends them out two by two into places 

where he would soon be going.  In other words they went to help prepare the way for Jesus to 

come and share his love, his saving grace with all these people. 

 

Then the exciting thing we read  in verses 17-20: Luke tells us that the seventy-two after going 

out and serving returned with joy.  It says that these followers couldn’t wait to share how not 

even demons; not even Satan himself was able to hurt or hamper their mission.  They discovered 

that the power of God’s Spirit was so much greater than all their fears and roadblocks. 

 

Yet in their celebration Jesus tells them to not rejoice that their message was more powerful than 

the demons, but rather to “rejoice that your names are written in heaven.”  The most important 

thing to celebrate was that they knew Jesus by faith; that they lived in his assurance of heaven;  

that they had shared and proclaimed this message and truth with others. 

 

They were able to celebrate that God is far more powerful than all the evils, the darkness, the 

demonic in this world.  The way this is overcome and defeated is by positively living one’s faith 

in Jesus; by serving others in Jesus’ name.  Believers putting their faith into action and loving 

others in Jesus’ name—even the gates of hell cannot prevail against such a movement. 

 

My friends this morning such a Spirit-filled power is evident here at Messiah and in this 

community of faith.  For each Sunday following worship not only are we sending out into our 

community/area 72 people in Jesus’ name, but at least a hundred and fifty and more made up of 

people of all ages.  We are sending you out in twos, as families, as individuals. 

 

We are sending you out as servants to share the love and good news of Jesus in this community.  

We are sending you out to serve and share the love of Jesus with others at nursing homes, at 

schools, at the Senior Center, at your work,  in people’s homes, among your friends/neighbors. 

 

The key, of course, is that each person leaves our worship bearing the name of Jesus Christ.  

Each one is to serve and care for others out of gratitude for Jesus’ love and care for them.  Each 

one is called to witness through your actions, your serving, your words proclaiming that Jesus is 

Lord of our lives and is Lord of our Messiah congregation. 

 

Therefore just like in Luke’s Gospel where there was a celebration and a party when the seventy-

two returned, so each Sunday we come together in worship to celebrate all the ways that God’s 

love has been radiated into our community this past week. 

 



And this next Saturday evening at 5:30 P.M. at Hoffman Square, as well as at Rally Day on 

Sunday morning at 9:30 A.M. here at Messiah, we will be coming together to celebrate all the 

great things God's Holy Spirit is doing in our personal lives of faith, as well as in our faith 

community at Messiah.   

 

We are going to party and rejoice that Jesus is alive, he has won the victory over sin and death, 

he has filled our hearts and our ministry at Messiah with his power and truth.  We are going to 

party, celebrate and rejoice in how God is working; how he is doing amazing and miraculous 

things as we at Messiah work together in Jesus' name. 

 

I hope each one of you will reflect upon, remember and perhaps even write down the testimonies 

and stories you experience.  How have you felt God's Spirit truly working and active in you as 

you invited someone to the party; as you listened to someone else's faith story; as you cared for 

another person in Jesus' name.  We want to hear from you so we can celebrate, thank and praise 

God for his amazing love and miraculous power. 

 

Now what are some things we can learn from Messiah's “Join The Celebration” emphasis?  What 

is God doing in us and our congregation when we boldly go out and serve others in Jesus' name?  

What lessons do we need to always keep at the center of our mission and ministry together? 

 

The first thing we need to remember is that there are lots of needs and opportunities in our world 

and community today.  The fields, as Jesus said in John's Gospel, are “white/ripe for harvest.”  

(John 4:35)  There are people all around us each day who need to know the love; the salvation; 

the grace and forgiveness of Jesus. 

 

The second thing we need to remember is that the Holy Spirit fills us, and our church, with the 

most power when we are actively putting our faith in action by ministering to others.  There is 

power, joy and new life in us when we reach out in Jesus’ name. 

 

Many churches; many church people easily get their focus turned around.  Some think that the 

church is there mainly to serve them; to make them happy; to wow and entertain them as an 

audience.  Some people think that the church is just a nice place to visit once in awhile; to have 

available if there is a crisis—a death, a wedding, a baptism, a sickness, whatever. 

 

No wonder there is often conflict and struggles in church communities.  No wonder people often 

get mad at each other over relatively unimportant things.  A life that is not firmly centered in 

Christ and his mission is one that easily majors in the minors—easily gets wrapped up in issues 

and disputes that don’t really matter all that much. 

 

The truth is that churches who get focused on themselves; on their own little group; on their own 

needs can easily lose the Spirit’s power and vision.  Ah, but a church that takes God’s Word 

seriously; a church that keeps its purpose and focus on Jesus and his life-transforming power; a 

church that puts its faith in action by actively living Christ’s mission in the community, is a force 

and power that no evil and darkness can overcome. 

 



Tony Campolo, sociologist, author and Baptist pastor, tells the story in his book, “The Kingdom 

of God Is a Party,” about one night in Hawaii when he went to a “greasy spoon” restaurant.  

About 3:30 A.M. some 8 or 9 boisterous prostitutes burst into the diner. 

 

In their loud talk, Dr. Campolo overheard one of them say, “Tomorrow’s my birthday.  I’m going 

to be 39.”  Then one of the other women began teasing her, “So what do you want from me, a 

birthday party?” to which she said, “I’ve never had a birthday party in my whole life.” 

 

When this woman left Tony Campolo asked the guy behind the counter, Harry, if these women 

came in every night and if they could throw a birthday party for her.  Harry said her name is 

Agnes, and he would get his wife who was also the cook to bake a cake. 

 

Early the next morning, 3:30 A.M. Tony was there with the cake.  When Agnes came into the 

diner with an even larger group with her they shouted, “Happy Birthday!” and all sang to her.  

Agnes was stunned; she lost it and openly cried. 

 

When she was asked if she would cut the cake Agnes rather replied, “Is it okay if I keep the cake 

a little while?”  When they reassured her that would be okay she left carrying the cake like it 

was the Holy Grail. 

 

As everyone watched her go, standing motionless and in silence, Tony felt moved and said, 

“What do you say we pray?”  So he prayed for Agnes.  He prayed for her salvation.  He prayed 

that her life might be changed and that God would shine his grace on her. 

 

When Tony finished the prayer Harry said, “Hey, you never told me you were a preacher.  What 

kind of a church do you belong to?”  Tony said, “I belong to a church that throws parties for 

whores at 3:30 in the morning.” 

 

“No you don’t,” Harry answered.  “There’s no such church like that.  If there was, I’d join it.  

I’d join a church like that.”  My friends, wouldn’t we all like to join a church that throws 

birthday parties for whores; for sinners; for the poor; for those judged and condemned by certain 

pious Christians—at 3:30 in the morning?  

 

When our purpose together here at Messiah is to focus completely on Christ’s mission; when 

God and his Word of truth are our guide and leader; when we together are actively putting our 

faith in Jesus in action our church is filled with the Holy Spirit's life and power. 

 

It is a church where we can celebrate, rejoice, throw a party for all the great and miraculous 

things God is doing.  May we at Messiah continue to grow as Christfollowers as we put our faith 

in action each day.  Let us rejoice each day that more and more “names are (being) written in 

heaven.” (Luke 10:20) 


